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—A Big My_stery Is Seen
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By David Lawrence

. principal

Allies In Europe agalnst po-
tential aggression and defen-
sive steps now being taken

' oonspicuous aggression in the
Wemtern Hemisphere.
Abandoning & pollicy that
. did not tnclude a single public
- protest against what the

ing, the United States now
expresses itself emphatically

and tells the world that the
. Boviets f.mve been lying sbout
their maneuvers inside Cuba.
This s & startling change In

_the sjtuation, and the full

disclosure by the President

- will be welcomed throughout
- Americd.

Bub why didn’t the U. 8. act

" earlier? It certainly had the
‘ hal facts about: the
‘ -Soviet. buildup of military

weapons inside Cuba. This
correspondent set them forth

T,

in a dispatch Aug. 24. Also,
members of Congreas in their
speeches several weeks ago
publicly called attention to

the Soviet operations in Cuba. |

Thus, Sen.. Thomas J. Dodd,
Democrat of Connecticut,
sald to the Senate Sept. 10:
“1 have reason to belleve,
on the basis of fuformation

from relinble sources, that the .

[ against the Boviet Union's-

MASHINGTON
President Kennedy is {o be comhmended for doing his duty
in the Cuban situation. His announcement of policy was
phrased in unequivocal and positive terms. But the big
mystery is why the same sction wasn't taken sooner, and
why for nearly two months now the country was.led ta
believe the Monroe Doctrine was “outmoded” and that the
United States couldn't very well act in Cuba without embar-
rassing itself in Berlin and Western Europe.
At last, however, the similarities have been clarified as
between defensive steps taken by the United States and her
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Behinjd: the Delay on Cuba '

SZPYRGHT

" pendent . on < fand-based |

Cuban island is a launci
site needing no preparitio:
Comrercial ships -can ‘hols
them overboard and y\uieh’
them. . . . the range of. th
advanced Colem II° covel
most of the Eastern. United:
and the Panama Canal”

Why wasn't informat}

Sen. Keating 1h ‘another
speech to the Senate Aug. 31
had referred extensively to

~ the Soviet buildup in Cuba.

: Moscow government was do-

situation in Cuba is even .

more grave than has yet been
indicated ¢to the American
public . ..

“The fantastic bulldup of
Boviet planes and tanks and
missiles and advisory person-
nel that has gone on in Cuba
over the past year cannct be
dismissed as purely defensive.

Kenting Also Spoke

“As the distinguizhed Sena-

jor from New York (Kenneth

Keating, Republican, pointed
out lsst Wednesday, weapons
per se cannol be divided into
clearly defined defensive and
offen vselacteogries. Most
weapons can be used for

either purpose. It all depends |

“homa City,

Several weeks ago, moreover,
letters started pouring into
the White House, the Depart-
ment of Defense and the De-

partment of State telling of .

the Soviet military operation
in Cuba. This correspondent
received early on Monday of
this week a letter dated Oct.

18 from an aeronautical en- '’

gineer of wide knowledge and

wartime experience who had

been pleading with the gov-

ernment here for weeks to .

analyze realistically the in-
formation savailable on the
missile buildup in Cuba. In
his letter the engineer sald:

“The means for delivery of
nucleat weapons are already

now in Cuba in the form of .
more than 100 MiG fighters. .

Two hindred more fighters
are under delivery or planned
for delivery. The only differ-
ence between a fighter alr-
craft and a Nghter bomber 18
s bomb rack which, In the
case of the twp MIG models,

can be mounted in a matter

of minutes. Both aircrafts can

carry nuclear bombs of a slze .

two to three times ss big as
the Polaris warhead over dis-
tances which, scaled from

Cuba, would put New York, }

Buffalo, Clavelend, Detroit,
Chicago, Kansas City, Okla-

" theretore most of the henvily
* populated portion of the U. 8.
" within their veach. To the

i

on who wields the weapons .

and on the intent of the
wielder.”
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south the Panama Canal in
its entire length is alsn In
easy reach of these fjhter
bombers." i
The enginecl also peipted

“out that a defense agjinst’
“this type of attack is dijlalt

because low-flying abjjtaft
eannot be tracked by lt¥g-
range rada.. He also sa i} the
intermediate }p3wge

" ballistic missiles are 9i} tle-

( Fort Worth,
‘Dallas, San Antonio, and

" this kind—avaflable at

i acted on sooner? Why, if the
tacts were clear that Cuba
. has had potentially dangerous
_weapons on hand, wasn'l
" Cuba ordered many wéeks ig0
to destroy all such weapons
or face a military move’that
will eliminate the weapons |
. because they are dangerous to.
. the security of the United
States? ;
The President in his Mon-
day night speech said “the:

ey

. first preltminary hard infor='} -
mation” came late Tuesday:} =
morning, Oct. 16. A Pentagon | -
spokesman told the preds i - .
Monday of this week thatnot! =
until Monday, Oect. 15 nidw

early Tuesday, Oct. 16, 'were.
pictures available, and ' :he
. added: “that was the:first
time thai we had any reisbn
to belieye that there Wers ¢
fensive weapons in Cubi:'’
Maybe there’s an eXp
tion for s laok of action
the ‘face. of what was heing
printed all over the world-—
especially in Europeasn news-
papers—ubout the nature o
the weapons the Soviets Jis:

tory reasons have been given’
 as yet for the delay in fors
¢ mulating American " polik
. Certainly mich valuable time .
has been lost in falling to:
. heed the warnings that start-

ed as early a2 July and-geme: |
out in the open in August and.
early September. It's & big

"done sooner to check-mats-
' move of s military nature in
- this hemlsphere, .

Americans can only. hope
that the delay has not been
irreparable and that within
the next several days the 8o0-

be' wijed out by force if noes-

L saty. That's the plan inten-

' tion of American policy now
as outlined by the President
in his television speech.

viet mizsile pads in Cube will |

“ a month to six weeks ago— ERraa

. mystery why nothing was [-' 0
the Soviel Union's aggressve |~
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